
 

 

 

 

November 5, 2023 VOL. 16 NO. 45

Service Times
Sunday: Wednesday:
Bible Class  9 AM
Worship     10 AM
Worship     6 PM

Bible Class 6 PM

Elders
Danny Dailey

David Harbin

205-799-0917

205-292-3515

Deacons
John Sloan 

James McDonald

Minister 

Matt Jones 205-616-1165
EMAIL: matt65jones@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Welcome

Church Contacts:

205 - 553 - 6800

17303 HWY 11 Vance, AL 35490

mdcoc17303@gmail.com

mdchurchofchrist.wordpress.com

Mercedes Drive Church of Christ

facebook.com/mdchurchofchrist

Worship Servants:

Sermon Notes

This week: 11/5/23 

Sermon:		 	 Matt J 

Preside:	 	 	 David H, Alex H 
	 	 	 Justin H, Don C 
	 	 	  Opening Prayer:	 	 Danny D 

Closing Prayer: 	 	 Ken R 

Singing AM:	 	 John S  

Singing PM: 	 	 1st Sunday    

Next week: 11/12/23 

Sermon:		 	 Matt J 

Preside:	 	 	 Danny D, James M 
	 	 	 Braxton, Sandy M  
	 	  Opening Prayer:	 	 Barry S 

Closing Prayer: 	 	 Phillip E 

Singing AM:	 	 Doug M 

Singing PM: 	 	 Braxton M  

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY | November 7, 6:30pm 
MDCOC Fellowship Hall 

Held monthly on the first Tuesday.  

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  | November 14th, 6pm 
MDCOC Fellowship Hall 

Held monthly on the second Tuesday. 

TEENS IN THE WORD | November 16th, 7pm 
Dylan and Koli’s House 

SATURDAY SISTERS | November 11, 9am 
Host -  

Teacher -  

MEN’S BREAKFAST | November 26 @ 7:45am 
At the building. 

Check the bulletin in the foyer for more 
announcements and upcoming events.

1st Sunday Fellowship  | Nov. 5 (last one) 
Regular Morning Services 

3pm - Teens/kids activities at building  
5pm - Devotional / Singing  

6pm - Fellowship meal 
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IN BETWEENERS NIGHT| Dec. 8 @ 6pm 
White elephant part @ Jones House 



How to Handle the Truth 
Matt Jones 

Have you ever been ridiculed for presenting the truth? It’s hard sometimes to try and 
reach out to people with the truth. Our minds continuously race with different scenarios. 
We think we may get rejected, we may lose a friend, or we may get harshly rebuked in 
public. The question we have to ask ourselves is, "Are all of those reactions worth 
standing up for the truth?" Do you think Paul thought about that question as he was 
preaching the gospel to everyone?  

In Acts 21:36, a crowd in Jerusalem was screaming to have Paul taken away. Why? Paul 
had entered the town to preach the truth. That would lead to Paul being arrested and 
imprisoned for two years under the Romans. The lesson we are going to focus on is in 
Acts 25:24-27. I want to share with you three qualities Paul demonstrated while standing 
up for the truth.  

First, Paul stood up for the truth courageously. Remember the Jews wanted to kill Paul 
back in chapters 21 and 22. Now the Jews want to bring the charges back up because 
there is a new governor (Acts 25:24). Paul was under major scrutiny at that time in 
Jerusalem, but he remained on preaching the truth. He was threatened with his life in 
Acts 22:22, but he stayed preaching the truth. Even after he was threatened once, he 
kept standing up for the truth. Paul didn't let that stop him from proclaiming the word of 
God. Paul was courageous.  

Second, Paul stood up for the truth confidently. Paul "appealed" to Augustus this word 
means to call upon or to appeal to a higher court. Paul wanted to go to the top to give 
his defense. He had nothing to hide. He wasn't lying about anything. He was speaking 
the truth about God and His Son. Paul had been waiting for two years in prison to talk 
to someone who could end this imprisonment. Paul had confidence that his defense 
before Caesar would allow him to get out of this mess finally.  

Third, Paul stood up for the truth blamelessly. In Acts 25:25, Festus said he found Paul 
"had done nothing deserving death." Paul had committed no crime. In verse 26, 27, 
Festus tried to do everything he could to investigate Paul and to find something that he 
could convict him of, but he could not find anything. Jump to verse 27, and the answer 
remains the same he is blameless. But how is Paul blameless? Jump back up to 25:8 Paul 
wasn't preaching anything that was against the law of the Jews, nor was he preaching 
against the temple and most importantly, he was not preaching anything against 
Caesar. Paul was blameless because he was preaching the truth.  

Are we going to be someone like Paul, who stands for the truth courageously, 
confidently, and blamelessly? When a controversy arises, will you compromise or be 
courageous? Paul is an example we need to imitate. Stand up for the truth.  

  

• Dominic Jackson lost his father tragically and he is a 9th grader.  
• Jimmy Bearden, West Blocton resident, diagnosed with lung cancer 
• Wayne, brother in law of Kitty’s friend,  
• Sharlene, friend of Kitty, is having a hard time these days.  
• Reatha Griffin is having a lot of health issues. 
• Susan Ling, member at church in Daphne, having a health struggle  
• Joel Booth, member of Cicero family, has health struggles.  
• 2 young ladies from Brookwood High School who are having mental struggles 
• Courtney Connor will be traveling home soon 
• Andy Caddell will be traveling  
• Mike Marlowe spot on arm biopsied awaiting test results  
• Alma Parrot, Edwards brothers’ sister, not doing well 
• Bekah Vining, West Blocton resident, has breast cancer. She is young.  
• Eric Hiott blood clot in the brain after heart surgery 
• Lesa Manzella, friend of Debbie, has an upcoming surgery  
• Yvonne Cicero’s great aunt Nell Tomlin is starting radiation for cancer.  
• Bridgett Hobson friend of Juanita, her brain tumor is back. Treatment plan figured out 
• Ladon Bracken, friend of Ramays, diagnosed with bone cancer  
• Marilynn Shackleford is improving day by day 
• Corah Kinard 3 year old is recovering and doing well 
• SHANE ACRE’S DAD, Eddie, still in hospital with a stomach abscess  
• Kyson Farley, Donna Dailey’s grandnephew, has kidney cancer and is on Chemo 
• KEN AND BETTY RAMAY and health struggles  
• TOM NOLAN and his health  
• BARBIE SMITH’S FATHER and all of health issues, is making progress. 

ATTENDANCE 
Worship A.M. ... 71 
Worship P.M. …. NA 
Wed P.M. ……….37 

CONTRIBUTION 
Last Week……..$2,226.00 
BUDGET  
Weekly…………$3,000.00 

WEEKLY PRAYER REQUESTS


