
 

 

 

 

August 6, 2023 VOL. 16 NO. 32

Service Times
Sunday: Wednesday:
Bible Class  9 AM
Worship     10 AM
Worship     6 PM

Bible Class 6 PM

Elders
Danny Dailey

David Harbin

205-799-0917

205-292-3515

Deacons
John Sloan 

James McDonald

Minister 

Matt Jones 205-616-1165
EMAIL: matt65jones@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Welcome

Church Contacts:

205 - 553 - 6800

17303 HWY 11 Vance, AL 35490

mdcoc17303@gmail.com

mdchurchofchrist.wordpress.com

Mercedes Drive Church of Christ

facebook.com/mdchurchofchrist

Worship Servants:

Sermon Notes

This week: 8/6/23 

Sermon:		 	 Matt J 

Preside:	 	 	 James M, Barry S 
	 	 	 Scott S, Braxton M	  
	 	 	  Opening Prayer:	 	 Danny D 

Closing Prayer: 	 	 Ken R.  

Singing AM:	 	 Doug M 

Singing PM: 	 	 1st Sunday Fell. 

Next week: 8/13/23 

Sermon:		 	 Matt J 

Preside:	 	 	 Dylan N, Doug M	
	 	 	 Justin H, Matt S 
	 	  Opening Prayer:	 	 Doug M 

Closing Prayer: 	 	 Dylan N 

Singing AM:	 	 John S 

Singing PM: 	 	 Bert S 

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY | September 5th, 6:30pm 
MDCOC Fellowship Hall 

Held monthly on the first Tuesday.  

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  | August 8th, 6pm 
MDCOC Fellowship Hall 

Held monthly on the second Tuesday. 

TEENS IN THE WORD | August 15th, 7pm 
At The Nichols’ house 

SATURDAY SISTERS | August 12, 9am 
Host - 

Teacher - 

MEN’S BREAKFAST | August 27th @ 7:45am 
At the building. 

LADIES REVELATION STUDY | 2nd & 4th Sundays 
1PM at the building 

Taught by: Helen Mulaparthi 

Check the bulletin in the foyer for more 
announcements and upcoming events.

1st Sunday Fellowship  | August 6th 
Regular Morning Services 

3pm - Teens/kids activities at building  
5pm - Devotional / Singing  

6pm - Fellowship meal 
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Social Media’s Problem   
Denny Petrillo 

“A fool does not delight in understanding, 
But only in revealing his own mind.” 

(Proverbs 18:2) 

According to recent statistics, there are approximately 2.5 billion (with a ‘B’!) users worldwide of 
social media platforms.  Projections are that in a few years it will bypass 3 billion.  There are 
presently 243 million users in the United States (81% of the population!)[1] 

There are many good uses of social media.  The exchange of news and the connection of old 
friends have been a noted benefit.  It has also provided opportunities to preach the gospel to the 
lost. 

One major problem, however, is revealed in this proverb.  Before social media, those without 
knowledge and understanding had very few listeners.  Now, thanks to social media, their 
unlearned ideas can be broadcast to the world. People without knowledge of world events or 
history can now express their views.  People without even a surface knowledge of the Bible 
presume to argue theological points.  Social media has allowed society to skip a very important 
aspect: “learn first, talk later.”  Now, it is “learn? No!  Talk? Absolutely!”  A friend recently 
quipped: “Before social media we really didn’t know how many fools there are in the 
world.  Now we do!”  As Solomon noted, these fools delight “only in revealing their own mind.” 

Consider several modern applications of this timeless proverb: 

There are many who are not interested in learning.  The book of Proverbs has made it 
clear that learning is work.  One is going to have to invest time (1:20-33).  It requires 
concentration and focus (17:24). 

There are many who do not fear the Lord.  According to 1:7, this has to be the starting 
point to knowledge.  If a person tries to bypass fearing the Lord on the road to education, his or 
her learning will be faulty and conclusions flawed.  Solomon says “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding” (9:10). 

There are many who enjoy revealing their own opinions.  When I was growing up, my 
mother said “you have to earn the right to speak.”  Later, my teachers emphasized the 
importance of “credibility.”  They said that no one should listen to one who hasn’t properly 
studied a topic. 

There are fools among us.  We may even join their ranks if we presume to address topics that 
we haven’t personally studied.  Solomon says that “fools die for lack of understanding” 
(10:21).  If we are on social media we have to have our guards up.  Some may even present 
themselves as an expert on a subject, but in reality are fools. 

There is understanding in silence.  While it is tempting to speak up, wisdom tells us “be 
quiet!” (10:19; 17:27).  Solomon will say: “Do not answer a fool according to his folly, lest you 
also be like him” (26:4).  Some comments on social media are so outrageous that it is a waste of 
time to even try to respond. 

There is a time for speaking.  As noted earlier, it is appropriate to speak when the topic has 
been well studied.  Another time would be when a fool is apparently gaining a significant 
following.  Solomon also says: “Answer a fool as his folly deserves, lest he be wise in his own 
eyes” (26:5).

• NEATA MCDONALD is praying to find answers to health struggles 
• LEANZA FOWLER, Hal’s daughter, has been struggling with seizures 
• STEEN HALL, Friend of Jay, bad motorcycle accident  
• TODD TEAL, Doug’s niece’s husband, had stint put in and is recovering. 
• RONNIE HOWARD and his recovery from open heart surgery  
• MELISSA DEWBERRY, Ramay’s Daughter, her recovery from foot surgery 
• KIMBRO FAMILY in Oklahoma with loss of 11yr old daughter 
• KEN RAMAY and all of his health struggles (thankful for new plan)  
• TODD PIERCE, Jay’s neighbor, recovery from Knee surgery 
• JESS, Ruth Edward’s DIL, her recovery from car accident 
• TAMMI JONES with her broken arm.  
• Peace and Comfort for Jack Adkins and Family  
• MARK AND SHANA, members at Central, they were in bad car wreck 
• TIM NOLAN, member at Hillcrest, and his health struggles  
• DAILEY FAMILY as they make preparations to move to Oklahoma 
• DON CICERO and his recovery from surgery (doing better) 
• WILKEY FAMILY and the lost of Lisa’s mother. 
• BRENDA, friend of Koli, is doing better 
• KENZI SWINDLE, 6 years old, is fighting cancer and broke her leg 
• KEN AND BETTY RAMAY and health struggles (Good news about Ken) 
• BARBIE SMITH’S FATHER and all of health issues 
• ANDY CADDELL and his road to recovery 

ATTENDANCE 
Worship A.M. ... 58 
Worship P.M. …. 107 
Wed P.M. ……….51 

CONTRIBUTION 
Last Week……..$2,470.00 
BUDGET  
Weekly…………$3,000.00 

WEEKLY PRAYER REQUESTS


