Worship Servants:

This week: 6/25/23 Next week: 7/2/23

Sermon: Matt J Sermon: Matt J

Preside: James M, Don C Preside: Lee S, Alex H,
Matt S, Justin H Doug M, Dylan N

Opening Prayer: David H Opening Prayer: Danny D

Closing Prayer: Barry S Closing Prayer: Ken R

Singing AM: David D Singing AM: Doug M

Singing PM: Prayer Night Singing PM: Area Wide

Special Announcement

«  luscaloosa

AREA WIDE
SERVICE

SUNDAY, JULY 2, 2023

4:00pm NACCH Update

5:00pm Worship Service
Don Williams, Guest Speaker

Fellowship Meal to follow Worship Service

Bring your own seating

Northridge Park
‘ Buddy Powell Pavilion
:’— 4205 Northridge Rd, Tuscaloosa, AL 35406

WE ARE TO BRING A
SIDE / DESSERT

MERCEDES DRIVE

CHURCH of
CHRIST

June 25, 2023 VOL. 16 NO. 26

Sunday: Wednesday:

Bible Class 9 AM Bible Class 6 PM
Worship 10 AM

Worship 6 PM UPCOMING EVENTS

S Elders SIS LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY | July 13th, 6:30pm
anny Dailey il MDCOC Fellowship Hall

David Dailey 205-765-7260 Held monthly on the first Tuesday.
David Harbin 205-292-3515

SATURDAY SISTERS | July 8th, 9am

Deacons Host - TBD

John Sloan Teacher - Courtney Conner

James McDonald

MEN"’S BIBLE STUDY | July 11th, 6pm
MDCOC Fellowship Hall

0.0 Held monthly on the second Tuesday.
Minister Y vesaay

TEENS IN THE WORD | July 18th, 6pm
Matt Jones 205-616-1165 At the Jones House

EMAIL: matt65jones@gmail.com
MEN’S BREAKFAST | July 23rd @ 7:45am

Church Contacts: At the building.

GIRLS FOR CHRIST | will be canceled for this

o 205 - 553 - 6800 month, we will be at camp

0 17303 HWY 11 Vance, AL 35490

LADIES REVELATION STUDY | 2nd & 4th Sundays
1PM at the building
Taught by: Helen Mulaparthi

@ mdcoc17303@gmail.com

mdchurchofchrist.wordpress.com

n Mercedes Drive Church of Christ
Check the bulletin in the foyer for more

n facebook.com/mdchurchofchrist announcements and upcoming events.



Hold On
Tyler King

In the early 2000s, Everest: Beyond the Limit was released on the discovery channel. This
documentary follows a group of individuals as they make the astonishing trek up the 29,000’
mountain. As someone who grew up at the base of the Rocky Mountains, these kinds of
expeditions inmediately capture and maintain my attention.

When the team got near to the summit, they were forced to hold on to a rope that guided them
through incredibly treacherous weather. The wind was barreling, the snow was kicking up, and
the oxygen was getting thinner. Summitting the mountain got increasingly more difficult with each
step they took.

The Hebrew writer uses the word “hold on” or “hold fast” three times in his letter. As we dig our
boots into the terrain beneath us and focus our attention to the top of the mountain, it is
imperative that we “hold on” to what God has given us as a safety rope.

Hold on to your Confidence (Heb. 3:6) - We are commanded to hold on to the confidence
“until the end.” Our world and our days are violent against us, acting as the enemy of our faith. If
we loosen our grip on the confidence of our hope in Jesus, we are liable to fall victim to the
storm. In later verses, the Hebrew writer quotes Psalm 95:8 in saying “Do not harden your hearts
to me”. One of the easiest ways to loosen your grip is to harden your heart.

Hold on to your Conviction (Heb. 3:14) - Like 3:6, the writer tells us to “hold fast until the
end.” With that mountain top in sight, we must remember the conviction/assurance we have
found in God. The previous verse (3:13) tells us that it is sin that once again discourages us from
strengthening our grip on God. Your conviction and trust in God is that which can enable you to
weather the treacherous storm of sin and discouragement. Moreover, the writer gives an
incredibly applicable way in which we can reinforce our grip: “encourage one another day after
day” (3:13). What are you doing to be encouraged? And who are you encouraging?

Hold on to your Confession (Heb. 10:23) - the writer states, “Let us hold fast the

Ill

confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.” We confess, admit,
and acknowledge a hope. It is in that hope that we are able to persevere and press forward even
when times are seemingly unbearable. Interestingly enough, we see a similar encouragement to
previous instances, “consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds” (10:24).

Through the help of others, we can be reminded of the hope we confess.

Are you holding on2 Have you already let go2 Or has your grip loosened over the years? One
of the most striking images on Everest is the permanent memorials of bodies who fell under the
pressure of the climb and are now frozen into the side of the mountain. Unfortunately, when we
look around, we see a similar landscape of bodies who have let go and given up. Don't give up!
The summit is near and encouragement from others is here!

WEEKLY PRAYER REQUESTS

DON CICERO and his recovery from surgery

* WILKEY FAMILY and the lost of Lisa’s mother.
* BRENDA, friend of Koli, and her health issues

A lady was baptized in Greensboro, AL last Tuesday

* PETER BURNELL, Ralph’s Borther, has liver cancer

ARIEL BRANHAM, Ralph Burnell’s daughter, has a serious eye issue
JACK ADKINS and his recovery from surgery

° FAMILY OF JOHN TAYLOR, Stephanie Mill’s coworker, he passed away this week
° THE SMITH FAMILY and BARBIE’S dad

y KENZI SWINDLE, 6 years old, is fighting cancer and broke her leg

y KEN AND BETTY RAMAY and health struggles

* ODOM FAMILY and their new transition to Athens.

DAILEY FAMILY as they make preparations to move to Oklahoma

* BARBIE SMITH’S FATHER and all of health issues

JACK ADKINS prayers for the blood clotting and his recovery

y EDEN SHEPHERD, 3 years old, passed away

y MEDIA SLOAN had her second nerve block and she is feeling better
°  OUR SENIORS and their future plans

y ANDY CADDELL and his road to recovery

Congrats to Tim and Kayla Banks on the birth of their baby girl “Violet Joanie Rose”
° MISSION WORK IN INDIA

* LYN’D DUNNWOODY Debbie’s Brother in Law’s Daughter, has breast cancer

ATTENDANCE

Worship A.M. ... 78
Worship P.M. .... 48
Wed P.M. .......... 48

CONTRIBUTION

Last Week........ $2,251.00
BUDGET

Weekly............ $3,000.00
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